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OUR 5OTH ANNIVERSARY CELEBRATION 

 

On Sunday, June 30th, we celebrated 50 years of being a 

Presbyterian church here in Morton.  It was a beautiful, hot day 

with rain holding off until the end of our open house.  The 

church service was well attended.  The sanctuary was full with 

nary an empty seat!  Along with our current members, we were 

delighted to welcome the Washington and Danvers churches, 

former members and their families along with our own families.  

Nancy and Tom Mazich should get the award for coming the 

farthest—Sebastian, Florida.  Cheryl Mangels would get the 

award for having the most family present—15!  We also 

received letters with pictures from Roberta (Cross) Koonce and 

Mary and Steve McMahon.  (Those letters are posted on the 

bulletin board.)  We also enjoyed having the Danvers’ choir 

members join our choir for some music selected by our choir 

director, Nancy Campbell.  The Washington Church presented 

us with a beautiful flower arrangement that graced our altar 

during the service.  Adding to that day was the presence of two 

former pastors—Mike McGaughan and Penny Frame. 

 

Following the service around 122 stayed for the delicious lunch 

we had catered by The Catering Company from Mackinaw.  

Due to the numbers, the fellowship room took on the look of a 

maze.  We also had to seat people in the classroom and the 

office.  It was a happy problem! ☺ 

 

After the lunch, we held an open house from 2 until 4.  We 

hauled out scrapbooks and pictures from the 50 years we had 

been a church.  There was also a copy of the church’s bulletin 

from the first service that was held at Lincoln School.  Another 

bulletin that Pastor Cliff Rust had written which gave a brief 

history of the church was also available.  These items are still 

on display in the fellowship room.   

 

All in all it was a great way to celebrate 50 years as a 

congregation in Morton!  Special thanks to all that helped make 

it that way. ☺ 

 

 

 

 
TACO BAR & GAME NIGHT 

 

At 6:00 p.m. on Saturday, July 20th we’ll gather at the church 

for a Taco Bar and then some friendly playing of games.  A 

sign-up sheet is posted on the bulletin board for what is 

needed for the food for the taco bar.  Please be sure to check 

it out.  Then following the meal, we’ll start playing games that 

those in attendance have brought.  It sounds like a fun 

evening, so grab your sombrero and join us on the 20th! 

 

 

JULY’S CASUAL SUNDAY 

 

Every summer we hold casual Sunday services on the last 

Sundays in June, July and August.  Due to the 50th anniversary 

celebration, the June casual Sunday was moved back to May.  

This month though we will be having it and that will be on July 

28th.  The service will be held downstairs in the fellowship 

room.  Then following the service there will be a potluck.  The 

main entrée will be pulled pork prepared by our own chef Mike 

Johnson!!  So bring a dish to share and join us that Sunday. 

 

 
THE GARDEN IS GROWING 

 

Weather finally permitted the planting of our community 

garden.  Due to the rains though, the garden is growing—like 

crazy!  Of course with the vegetables growing, the weeds are 

also doing the same.  So help is needed to keep the weeds 

under control and to harvest what might be ready for picking.  

Lori Lewis and Mike Johnson have done a great job in getting 

the garden underway, but they could use some help.  So on 

Sunday and Thursday evenings from 5:00 until dark you are 

more than welcome to lend a hand.  Remember that the 

veggies harvested go to the two food pantries here in Morton—

We Care and Community Harvest.  So please help support 

these two worthwhile causes and join us in the garden. ☺ 

 



 
IN AUGUST WE’RE GOING TO THE MOVIES 

 

Our next all church activity is a movie night with theater type 

food!  On Saturday, August 10th we’ll gather at the church for 

food and a movie.  At 6:00 we will begin with hotdogs and 

whatever snacks you bring.  Then around 7:00 we’ll make our 

way upstairs to watch a movie someone has brought (no 4K or 

Blu-ray films).  A suggested movie was “Money Pit,’ so that 

may be a possibility. 

 

Do look for a sign-up sheet on the bulletin board.  There will be 

an area where you can indicate what you’ll be bringing to 

munch on.  Hope you can make it! 

 

 

LAST CASUAL SUNDAY FOR 2019 

 

On Sunday, August 25th we’ll be having our last casual Sunday 

for this year.  Like the other Sundays, we’ll worship downstairs 

in the fellowship room.  Then afterwards we will have a potluck 

for lunch.  Fried chicken is on the menu for this meal, so bring 

something you like to enjoy eating with fried chicken. 

 

 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!! 

 

July 10—Helen Claver 

July 15—Kris Reeser 

July16—Cheryl Mangels 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!! 

 

August  4—John Harbaugh 

August  7—Mike Claver 

August 14—Bob Nelson 

August 18—Lori Lewis 

August 28—Claudia Ulavege 

 

 
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!!! 

 

August  5—Lori & John Lewis 

August  6—Edna & Steve Johnson 

August 23—Kathy & Jerry Voelker 

 

 
KEEP THEM IN YOUR PRAYERS 

 

Lois Mort—may she improve health wise and stay that way. 

Gary Mort—for better health. 

Linda Harbaugh—had surgery recently, so good recovery from 

that. 

Pete Vallosio—for continued comfort and strength as he deals 

with the loss of Dorothy. 

Barb Necessary—for pain free health. 

Carol Gorman—for improved health with no pain. 

Sue Troxell—as she recovers from knee replacement surgery. 

Ros Daniels (Doc)—hearing that our former member is now in 

Hospice care. 

 

 
COMMUNION PREPARERS 

 

July Communion—Mike & Mary Jane Johnson 

August Communion—Jim Grant 

 
Have a Happy Summer! 

 



Honoring the Past; Looking at the Future 

 

First off, my sincere thanks to the many people who contributed to the success of 

our 50th anniversary celebration. Every single person I spoke with said it was a 

wonderful day. From our parking marshals to the kitchen police, each aspect of 

the celebration was meticulously planned and carried out. I personally enjoyed it.  

As I stood in the pulpit looking over the folks filling the sanctuary, I wondered if 

the Presbyterian pioneers who made this day possible weren’t looking down with 

a smile and a sniffle of accomplishment tears. We’ve helped carry families over 

that “valley of the shadow”. 

In this building, there have been weddings, births and baptisms, deaths and 

funerals. People have been fed spiritual food and nourishing meals. People have 

found their faith and seen Christ in the love and care of its members.  My 

conservative estimate is there have been 2,600 sermons preached and 7,800 

hymns sung in our worship services.     

50 years of ministry is no small accomplishment, but let’s not dislocate our 

shoulders patting ourselves on our back. We took time to celebrate and honor our 

past, but now is not the time to rest on our laurels. Our task of growing disciples is 

far from over. Let’s take a deep breath, smile about what was, roll up our sleeves, 

and move forward into our legacy.  

Lastly, we’ve chosen to leave the photo albums out to give people a chance to 

look at the many things that have happened here. I would strongly recommend 

you look at the construction activity needed to change a barn into what we know 

today as our church. I personally had no idea of the work that has gone into this 

building and grounds to make the transformation. Please do yourselves a favor 

and take a look at the work of the pioneers. It’s well worth your time.  

Grace and Peace, 

Mike   

 

 


