
SILO SOUNDINGS NEWSLETTER 

 
FALL FUN NIGHT 

 

Come join us for an evening of good Christian fellowship on 

Saturday, October 20th.  We’ll start at 5:30 with hopefully a 

wiener roast.  (Weather permitting—if not, then Gondolas.)  

Along with those we will feast on the goodies that people sign 

up to bring.  Following the meal we will decide if we want to 

watch a movie or play a game or two.  So to make all this 

happen, please sign up as to how many will be coming with 

you, and what you are able to bring for the meal.  Also don’t 

forget to bring a favorite game and perhaps a DVD (not Blu-

ray) to watch.   

 
WORLD FOOD DAY 

 

Tuesday, October 16th has been declared “World Food Day.” 

To help honor this day, we are asking you to bring non-

perishable food or paper products to church on Sunday, 

October 14th.  The items collected will then be taken to We 

Care in Morton for their food pantry.  Please make certain that 

the food items donated are not past their expiration date that’s 

usually stamped somewhere on the product. 

 
SPEAKING OF DONATED FOOD.... 

 

This past growing season has been another productive one for 

the vegetable garden known as “Ada’s Acres.”  Lori Lewis and 

Mike Johnson along with some others have worked hard to 

see that vegetables are being donated weekly to the two local 

pantries in town—We Care and Community Harvest.  At last 

count the total has once again topped the 4,000 pound mark at 

4,300 pounds!!!  Our garden has certainly been a blessing for 

this area as I’m sure many families will agree. 

 

 
AND A CHILD IS BORN… 

 

Congratulations go out to Emily Pearson and Mitchell Cantrell 

on the birth of their daughter Evelyn Grace Cantrell.  Evelyn 

entered our world on September 27th!!  Welcoming her home 

was big sister Anna.  Best wishes go out to the now family of 

four along with all the Lewis/Pearson gang.  Want to see a 

picture of the darling new addition?  Just ask grandma—she 

has a few!  

 
 

PASTOR AND MUSIC APPRECIATION SUNDAY 

 

Every year we like to honor those who serve us throughout the 

year.  Without our great pastor, Mike Claver, and music 

director, Nancy Campbell, our church would feel lacking.  This 

year we plan to honor and thank them on Sunday, October 28th 

with a special service followed by a meal of soups and chili 

along with other goodies to eat. 

 

There will be a sign-up sheet posted in the fellowship room if 

you are able to bring some items for the meal.  So please take 

the time to check it out. 

 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!! 

 

October 13—Jerry Voelker 

                      Denny White 

October 23—Edna Johnson 

October 25—Kathy Voelker 

 

 
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!!! 

 

October  5—Jeannie & Bill Turney 

October 20—Carol & Corby Gorman 

  



 
IN THE MONTHS TO COME… 

 

Because we all get so busy as we near the end of the calendar 

year, it’s always nice to get some dates reserved ahead of 

time.  So get out your calendar and add the following: 

 

An all church Christmas dinner party has been set for 

Tuesday, December 4th at 6:00.  The party will be catered and 

held at the church.  More information will be in the November 

Silo. 

 

Daylight Savings Time ends in November.  The date we set 

our clocks back one hour will be on November 4th. 

 

Continuing the discussion of our church’s future will take place 

at the Congregational Meeting on Sunday, November 11th 

following the service. 

 

To get us started in the Advent Season, we will have Hanging 

of the Greens on Sunday, November 25th.  This will be after 

the service that day. 

 

 
SPEAKING OF THE CONGREGATIONAL MEETING… 

 

On September 9th we met as a congregation to discuss our 

church and what the future had in store for us.  Several people 

mentioned ways that we could try to help build our attendance.    

While the suggestions were good, the members of Session 

wanted to point out that we have tried many different ideas 

over the years, but none of these brought in people to our 

services on Sunday.  The following is a list of the ideas we 

have tried in the past: 

 “Barnstorming”—Various Programs Following a Meal 

 Bible Studies 

 Outdoor Concert 

 VBS—Children & Adults 

 Garden Parties 

 Monthly Activities on Saturdays 

 Opened Building to Young Marines, Girl Scouts, & 

Boy Scouts 

 Wiener Roasts—Adult & Youth 

 Combined (with other churches) Youth Group 

 “Fifth Quarter Fridays”—Activities Following High 

School Sporting Events 

 Community Garden 

 Visioning with a Professional Coach 

 Veteran’s Day Events 

 Table at Pumpkin Festival—in Merchants’ Tent 

 Member of Morton’s Chamber of Commerce—

Provided Welcome Bag Items 

 Became a Polling Place 

 Created a Website 

 Advertised in Newspaper 

 Sang Carols in Neighborhood & Nursing Homes 

 Had Thanksgiving Dinner For Those in Need or Alone 

 Adopted Families at Christmas 

 Moved Entrance (to parking lot) to Jackson St. 

 Became Handicap Accessible 

 Honor Flight Film Presentation 

 Promoted Girl Rising Film 

 Participated in Fifth Sunday Services along with other 

Special Services with Other Presbyterian Churches 

 Allowed Music Academy Use of Church for Lessons 

 Renting Space to Weight Watchers 

 

 
 

KEEP THEM IN YOUR PRAYERS 

 

Mike Claver—still experiences mental “blips” as a result of his 

accident late last year. 

Lois Mort—speedy return home from Rest Mor after a stay in 

the hospital. 

Gary Mort—for better health. 

Linda Harbaugh—for continued improvement in health. 

Edna Johnson—for needed strength. 

Dorothy & Pete Vallosio—for continued good health with more 

energy and strength. 

Barb Necessary—for pain free health. 

 

 

 



Pastor's Pen for October 

 

Recently, I was asked what I saw as the role of a pastor. That may seem an easy question with the old 

canned answer, "marrying, burying, baptizing, and preaching". That is partially true, but there is so much 

more especially in the Presbyterian realm. There are meetings to attend in the administration of a small 

business. Many times those meetings are more "cross the t's and dot the I's, and to ensure the 

Sacraments are administered appropriately. (A reminder, in the PCUSA, we recognize only two 

sacraments: Baptism and the Lord's Supper). The precept of our Book of Order is that all of the 

interactions within this thing we call the church are done, as Calvin might say, "Decently and In Order".  

A pastor is not a CEO yet they report to a quasi board of directors. They serve to direct traffic, to referee, 

to umpire disputes at meetings, and try as best they can, to remain neutral. There are only two things 

over which a pastor has total and complete control - and free reign: the selection of the hymns for 

worship and the scripture readings for a sermon.  

A pastor stands with the sick and infirm anointing them as they face illness or end of life situations. A 

pastor is there for those facing surgery. And then there are the unexpected calls a pastor makes. It is 

called "the ministry of the presence"...just being there.    

I vividly recall some 20 years ago when I responded to an accident call with my fire department. When I 

arrived on scene, I knew immediately there wasn't a thing I could do other than pray for the victim and 

the responders. That is a scene I've relived in my mind a thousand times. There are other calls as well 

that continue to rent space in my head. There are very similar moments we've shared since I arrived on 

scene here, first as pulpit supply in 2007, and then as co-pastor in 2009.  

If I spent some serious time, I could make a list three feet long of all the duties of a pastor, both blessed 

and sometimes, disturbing.  

But there is one job I've been given, and I will do my best in my older years to make sure I've done my 

job, and that is following the Great Commandment. "...go and make disciples of all nations, baptizing 

them in the name of the Father, Son, and Holy Spirit and teaching them everything I have commanded 

you."  

My mission is to help you find your individual ministry, your gifts, and your graces.  

I end every funeral sermon with these words, "It matters not when our paths crossed, what matters is 

what happened when they did.  

Peace and Blessings, Mike 

 

 

 

 

 


