
EASTER BREAKFAST THANKS 

 

We had a very successful Easter breakfast on a beautiful 

Easter morning.  This all happened due to the work and 

contributions of many of our church goers.  The 

fellowship room was set up and looked very “Eastery.” 

The meal of sausage and egg casserole, biscuits and 

gravy, sausage bread, fruit cup, assorted pastries and 

beverages was enjoyed by all!  So, many thanks to those 

who helped put everything together—we couldn’t have 

done it without you.  

 

The money collected in the “Free Will Offering” basket 

covered the cost of the meal.  The remaining funds will be 

used for future coffee/kitchen supplies. 

 

 

TRIVIA NIGHT 

 

For the month of April, an activity for interested church 

goers is a Trivia Night, a fundraiser for the Heart of 

Morton organization**.  This fun filled night will be on 

Friday, April 15th at the Knights of Columbus Hall in 

Morton.  The event will start at 7:00 p.m. with doors 

opening by 6:30.  Cost is $20 per person and 

reservations need to be made with Mary Jane Johnson 

before that night.  (645-0232) 

 

These are always fun nights with tables competing with 

one another to answer questions from various categories 

(unknown until that night).  While working hard on the 

answers one can indulge in the snacks and goodies 

brought by fellow teammates.  Beverages are available 

for purchase.  So give Mary Jane a call and join in on the 

fun on April 15th.  

 

**The Heart of Morton in an organization that was formed 

to help developmentally disabled adults once they are out 

of the school system’s programs. 

 

 

 

 

 

GARAGE SALE 

 

The youth of our church will not be having a garage sale 

this year.  The Midwest Young Marines that occasionally 

meet at our church and are under the direction of John 

and Lori Lewis will be holding a garage sale at our church 

in the near future.  According to Lori, members of our 

church will be able to contribute items for the sale.  More 

information will be in upcoming newsletters and or 

bulletins. 

 

SPRING HAS SPRUNG… 

 

The grass is greening, the flowers are blooming, the trees 

are budding, and the weather is getting warmer.  All this 

means that Lori and Mike Johnson will be starting to plan 

this year’s community garden!  If you or someone you 

know would like to have a space in our garden, then you 

had better let Lori or Mike know soon.  Remember it 

means a full gardening year of commitment…from 

planting to growing and weeding to harvesting the 

produce.  Don’t forget too that extra hands are always 

needed in tending to the garden on Sunday and Thursday 

evenings throughout the season.  

 

WHAT IS THIS “Super Special Surprise Sunday?” 

 

The church calendar shows that Sunday, April 24th will be 

a “Super Special Surprise Sunday Service—With Pie!”  

What in the world is this??? Well to satisfy your curiosity, 

you’ll just have to show up that Sunday to find out!  

 

 

VALLOSIO UPDATE 

 

Pete is recovering nicely from his stroke and is doing 

rehab at Restmor here in Morton.  He along with Dorothy 

are residing in Hickory Room 422.  They would welcome 

hearing from you via cards and letters.  You should check 

first if you had planned to visit as they were both pretty 

exhausted from the whole ordeal. 

 

Our prayers are with them for a speedy recovery as are 

our hopes that they’ll be back with us soon at church.   



 

 

DIRECTORY UPDATES 

 

Most of the new church directories have been given out.  

Those that haven’t will be mailed this month.  Meanwhile 

there have been some changes and additions to this 

directory.  Those that have not received your directory, 

these changes and additions will be made for you.  The 

rest of you will need to add and correct your own 

directories. 

 

Changes and Corrections: 

          Nancy Campbell 

          Delete Home Phone Number (309-263-7221) 

          Change email address by adding a “2” after        

          “soupernan” so it should read as: 

          soupernan2@yahoo.com  (that’s an “r” and “n” 

          as in “souper” “nan”) 

 

          Carol Gorman 

          Correct Birthday Date is March 28 (not 3/25) 

 

Add: 

          Mary Burt 

          309 E. Madison 

          Morton, IL 61550 

          Phone:  309-263-7471 

          Birthday:  April 2 

 

          Ardienne Gorman 

          300 Season Dr. 

          East Peoria, IL 61611 

          Phone:  309-657-8379 

          Ardienne1@aol.com 

          Birthday:  May 14 

 

If there are any further additions or corrections, please let 

me know. 

 

 
 

 
 

 HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!! 

 

April  2—Sue Troxell 

               Mary Burt 

April  6—Jim Berry 

April 19—Elaine Daniels 

April 20—Lois Mort 

April 23—Jamie (Berry) Acosta 

 

 

 
 

KEEP THEM IN YOUR PRAYERS 

 

Lois & Gary Mort—for better health for both of them. 

Linda Harbaugh—to stay healthy. 

John Harbaugh—is still waiting on having shoulder 

surgery. 

Dorothy & Pete Vallosio—for good health and recovery 

from stroke (Pete). 

Dorothy Williams—prayers for continued mobility and 

health. 

Barb Necessary—for pain free health. 

Kathy Voelker—for good recovery and health from recent 

surgery. 

 

 

MAY SILO SOUNDINGS NEWLETTER 

 

Please try to have all information or articles to me by 

Sunday, April 24th for the May edition of the Silo.  

Remember, if it isn’t in the Silo, people aren’t going to 

know about it!  
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Spring Cleaning 
 
I just have to say how much I love spring! We have opened some of windows and the window 

in the door and let the fresh air blow into the house and the grandkids played outside. I love 

spring with all its freshness. 

 

With spring, comes spring cleaning. Time to give the windows a good cleaning, I dislike this 

and only want to do it in spring. Time to sweep out the garage and organize everything. Just 

time to get everything clean and start fresh. 

 

What about our lives? What needs cleaning in our lives? 

 

Are there habits we need to clean out? Too much computer time each day? Nightly bowl of ice 

cream? Smoking? Eating too much?  Watching too much television? 

 

What about Facebook? Are there people that you need to clean out? If you have Facebook 

friends that are spreading gossip, maybe they need cleaned out. If you have friends that are 

causing you temptations of any kind, maybe they need to be cleaned out. Maybe you have posts 

that are not appropriate to post on the World Wide Web and need to clean them out. 

 

“…first clean the inside of the cup and dish, and then the outside also will be clean.” Matthew 

23:26 

 

We need to clean out the junk in our lives so that God can shine through. What do you have in 

your life that needs some spring cleaning? I encourage you to pray about this and really listen to 

what God wants you to clean. This can truly be a chance to grow in God and start fresh this 

spring time. 

 

Shalom,  

Pastor Penny  
 

 

I Didn't Know That! 

Do you have secrets? Are there things about you that people don't know? Of course the answer to 

both of these questions is "yes". Our lives are full of undiscovered and undisclosed secrets about 

ourselves; stories from our past; shocking stories, scandalous stories, or stories that make you go 

"Hum, I didn't know that." Let me share one of mine. 

While it's no secret I have a passion for collecting rocks, I don't think many of you know I have a 

passion for walks, slow walks in cemeteries - the older the better. I like to wander around examining 

the old tombstones trying to imagine what that person may have been like. Did they have the same 

troubles as me? Were they a decent person? Did they live the life of a servant or someone with the 

expectation of being served? 



I recently returned from New Jersey where I gave the eulogy for a 30 year old Air Force veteran who 

lost first his leg, then his life to a rare form of cancer. I met Brian on the Sea to Shining Sea Ride in 

2010. We became close friends. I was with him when he road across the United States on his bicycle. 

He joined us again in 2012, but since he was working on his degree he could only ride a portion of the 

trip. He chose to ride only in the mountains as "flat ground was too easy". 

The early March weather was as perfect as early March weather can be in New Jersey. When we 

arrived at the church, I couldn't help but notice the large cemetery adjacent to the stone building. 

Many of the tombstones were so old and weathered the historical information had been worn away.  

A bronze plaque on the front of the building indicated the church was built in 1835. A second plaque 

listed 19 church members who were members of the Continental Army and veterans of the 

Revolutionary War; their graves just steps outside the door. One such grave was that of General 

William Maxwell, a heavy drinking, hard charging leader of the French and Indian War and the 

Revolutionary War. I did not know that! The cemetery is also the gravesite of "Captain John" the real 

life Indian Chieftain who was the inspiration for the character Chingachgook from James Fennimore 

Cooper's novel "The Last Mohican". Unless you've studied the Boy Scout's Order of the Arrow 

ceremony, you're probably like me in saying, "I did not know that."        

The tombstones of entire families could be found in that cemetery. Most had dates of birth in the 

early to mid-1700's. In one neat row were the stones of a mother and father and their ten children, all 

of whom died before the age of 7.  

Inside the church, Brian's parents had set up a display of Brian's art work. He was an accomplished 

painter, a fair auto mechanic who loved to work on "hot rods". I did not know that!  

That brings me to yesterday. I gave another eulogy for yet another friend and musical colleague. Phil 

was 76. He was the organist at several churches in Bloomington/Normal, most recently at 1st 

Presbyterian Church in Danvers. I thought I knew him well. Yet, when I read over his obituary, I was in 

awe of the things he had accomplished and the things he had done in his life. A dozen times as I read 

his obit the words, "I did not know that" came out of my mouth.  I'm thinking I'm not alone when we 

learn something about someone we thought we knew. 

You and I have arrived at the same place in our shared journey. None of us know how long that 

journey will continue or in which direction it will go. There can be great joy in the unexpected 

mysteries we learn along the path we share. There too, can be great turmoil.  

As we continue our journey, I want to assign some homework. I'm asking you to think about, maybe 

even write, the one thing we will all have need of one day - our own obituary. What do you want said 

about you? What do you want others to know? Is there anything in particular you are proud of having 

accomplished?  

One day, it will be our last day, and when that day comes, I don't want you to leave this life with me 

reading your obituary saying, "I did not know that!"    

Pastor Mike  



 

 

 

A Prayer in Spring  
By Robert Frost 
 
Oh, give us pleasure in the flowers to-day;  

And give us not to think so far away  

As the uncertain harvest; keep us here  

All simply in the springing of the year.  

 

Oh, give us pleasure in the orchard white, 

Like nothing else by day, like ghosts by night;        

And make us happy in the happy bees,  

The swarm dilating round the perfect trees.  

 

And make us happy in the darting bird  

That suddenly above the bees is heard, 

The meteor that thrusts in with needle bill,  

And off a blossom in mid air stands still.  

 

For this is love and nothing else is love,  

The which it is reserved for God above  

To sanctify to what far ends He will, 

But which it only needs that we fulfil. 

 

 

 

 

 

 


