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DAYLIGHT SAVINGS TIME BEGINS 

Yes, it is time to once again to change the time on all of 

your clocks.  Daylight Savings Time begins at 2:00 a.m. 

on Sunday, March 8th.  So before you go to bed on that 

Saturday before remember to move all of your clocks 

ahead one hour. 

 

A THANK YOU FROM OUR YOUTH 

Thank you to all who came out and had dinner on 

Valentine’s Day.  Our youth did a wonderful job of 

preparing, serving and cleaning up ~ about 30 were 

served a delicious lasagna dinner. 

If you missed that meal…fear not.  They are thinking of 

doing it again.  Stay tuned for information on a possible 

pancake breakfast before a Sunday Youth Service. 

 

FIRST NOTICE 

The youth group will be working the church’s annual 

garage sale.  It is not too early to start gathering your no-

longer-needed items.  So start cleaning those items up 

and get them in working order so that the young people 

can have another successful sale and you can get rid of 

some stuff! 

 

MISSION TRIP 

Besides the desire to serve their church family, the young 

people of our church are planning a mission trip to 

Kentucky as detailed in last month’s Silo.  Funds raised 

will help offset the costs of this trip.  This is a great group 

of young people working toward a great goal.  Please 

give them your support. 

 

EASTER LILIES 

Nancy Campbell is once again taking orders from people 

who would like to purchase one of the Easter Lilies that 

will grace the altar on Easter Sunday.  Cost for the lily is 

$16.  If you purchase one of the lilies, then you will be 

able to take the plant home after the service on Easter 

Sunday. 

 

HOLY WEEK 

In case you hadn’t noticed, Easter Sunday is early this 

year.  The date being the first Sunday in April, the 5th.  

Because of that Palm Sunday falls on the last Sunday in 

March, the 29th.  Between those two dates we have two 

events that are part of the “Holy Week.”  One date is 

Maundy Thursday and the other is Good Friday.  Our 

church holds a Maundy Thursday service.  For the past 

several years we have been having that service along 

with an Ash Wednesday one with our fellow 

Presbyterians from the Washington church.  Each year 

we alternate the observances.  This year Washington had 

the Ash Wednesday service, so this means the Maundy 

Thursday service will be held at our church. 

The service will begin at 7:00 p.m. with communion 

served by the church’s three pastors.  This is the service 

that helps one to understand the meaning of Easter and 

why we feel the joy on that Sunday morning.  So please 



mark your calendars so that you won’t miss being with us 

on Maundy Thursday. 

 

MONTHLY COMMUNITY DINNER 

Beginning in April we will be holding our Monthly 

Community Dinners.  The series will be called 

“Barnstorming for Better Living” and will be from 5:30 to 

7:00 p.m. on the second Thursday of the month. It is 

hoped that everyone will mark their calendars, plan to 

come, plan to help in any area they are comfortable and 

invite friends and neighbors!  Each month we will SHARE 

a meal, LEARN and GROW, and HEAR God’s Word.   

The first dinner, April 9th, we will be sharing information 

on “Preparing Your Garden” with the help of our own 

Garden Gurus, Lori and Mike J.!  We will be posting 

information on ways that everyone can help, including 

promotion through distributing flyers, to set up, to greeting 

guests, to clean up.  We hope that everyone will 

participate and enjoy the dinners, as this is a way we 

have all agreed to reach out to the community and bring 

folks to The Barn!  If you have any questions you are 

welcome to talk to anyone on Session. 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!! 

March  8—Linda Harbaugh 

March 10—Mitch Grant 

March 13—Peter Grant 

March 24—Terry Frame 

                  Jean Turney 

 

PLANS ARE BEING DISCUSSED… 

Discussion is underway about a breakfast on Easter 

Sunday.  For the last several years our young people 

along with help from their moms have put on the Easter 

morning breakfast.   Because nothing has been settled 

yet, please make certain to check the April edition of the 

Silo Soundings Newsletter details.  (The newsletter will 

be out on Palm Sunday—earlier if you get an email copy.)  

Also listen for any announcements before the church 

service.  If the breakfast is held, it most likely will begin at 

8:30 a.m. so that the meal and clean up can be 

accomplished before church services begin. 

 

DON’T FORGET… 

Information for the April edition of the Silo Soundings 

Newsletter must be in by Sunday, March 22nd.  This is so 

the newsletter can be available on Palm Sunday. 

 

KEEP THEM IN YOUR PRAYERS 

 

Linda Harbaugh—as she works to stay on the road to 

recovery. 

John Harbaugh—is doing well after a long surgery and 

now a shoulder surgery lies ahead for him. 

Dick Stribley—his health continues to change from one 

moment to the next.  Prayers for him and his family. 

Ruth Bassett**--as she deals with her health at Morton 

Terrace. 

Dorothy Williams**--her MS is taking more and more of 

her strength.  She still though resides at Brandon Wood. 

Gary & Lois Mort—for improved health for both of them. 

Dorothy & Pete Vallosio—for continued good health. 

Barb Necessary—for pain free health. 

Mike Claver—for continued healing. 

Ann Evans—for continued healing and safe time in 

Arizona. 

 

**Our members in nursing homes and senior residences 

would enjoy a visit from you at they are no longer able to 

get to church on Sundays. 

 



 

 

Going in Circles 

In every sport but one, the "big game" is at the end of the season. Baseball has the World Series.  Football has 

the Super Bowl. Hockey Has the Stanley Cup. Basketball...well let's just say that the winter sport of basketball 

concludes its season with the playoffs just before the first day of summer. Then we have NASCAR. 

NASCAR opens its season holding their biggest race of the season in Daytona; The Daytona 500.  

The 500 is a sure sign of spring as 43 cars drive 200 laps around a 2.5 mile track at speeds in excess of 200 

mph.  That means each driver will make 800 left turns with no brake lights, mirrors, or turn signals, and yet, 

most of the cars finish the race with few serious accidents thanks in large part to a spotter who stands high in 

the air and relays traffic information. To be certain, it is a dangerous sport. The drivers are like gladiators from 

the days of the chariot races. With so many cars on the track banging and pounding on each other as they 

jockey for position, how is it not more drivers are killed or seriously injured? Sadly, every measure of 

protection a driver has today, is the result of horrific and tragic accidents in the sport's history.  

Drivers are protected by metal cages inside the cars. The cars are designed to crumple to absorb the energy of 

collisions. Cars are equipped with fuel cut off switches to shut down gasoline flow after an accident, and 

automatic fire extinguishers to smother any flames inside the vehicle. They wear heavy helmets, fire retardant 

suits, and wear a HANS device (Head And Neck Support) to keep the head and neck of the driver stable in a 

crash. Track walls are now cushioned against impact by SAFER Barriers (Steel and Foam Energy Reducing) 

Barriers. Yet, even with all of these safeguards, accidents still occur, but in most cases, the drivers walk away.  

In our lives, we aren't all going the same direction turning left all the time. We have encounters with others 

who aren't going our way. We see this every time we come to a four way stop sign. We meet, we 

communicate, and we go our separate way. A worship service is like a four way stop. We all arrive from 

different directions, communicate with one another, ask the Spotter how we're doing, then part going our 

separate way.  

During this Lenten season, take a moment to remember the Spotter who is guiding, guarding, and governing 

our journey, and don't be afraid to ask for directions.  

 

Be safe! Grace and Peace, 

Mike         

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

The Lenten Journey  

As they went out, they came upon a man of Cyre'ne, Simon by name; this man they compelled to 

carry his cross. Matthew 27:32 

I have to confess, Lent is my least favorite liturgical season. Many have written beautiful reflections 

on this season and the many opportunities for spiritual growth it holds. I couldn't agree more. But the 

reason this season is often so fruitful can be attributed to one overarching theme: sacrifice. 

Lent is filled to the brim with sacrifice. The point, of course, is to reflect on Christ's sacrifice, to feel 

just a little bit of the pain he felt, and to draw closer to God as we clear out the clutter of our 

comfortable lives. Naturally, this isn't easy. Sacrifice requires toleration for pain. Sacrifice requires 

thinking beyond yourself and your wants. Sacrifice demands discipline. Sacrifice isn't fun. 

Can't it just be Christmas year round? 

Still, part of me is relieved that Lent has arrived. Deep down, far below my selfish nature, exists a 

yearning to cast off the suffocating materialism and shallowness that so often characterizes modern, 

American life. Deep down, my spirit desires reconciliation with the living God. Deep down, my soul is 

sick from spiritual fluff and wants something deeper, meatier. 

Left to my own devices, those yearnings would probably go ignored, at least for long stretches of 

time. I wouldn't have the strength to give up the comforts of my life to hear God's voice a little more 

clearly. Thanks to the Lenten journey, when we travel the road of sacrifice with fellow believers, my 

weak nature is compelled to take action, to dig deeper, and to follow through with commitments. 

A Catholic Cardinal once said, "We all suffer for each other, and gain by each other's suffering; for 

man never stands alone here, though he will stand alone hereafter; but here he is a social being, and 

goes forward to his long home as one of a large company." 

So often I treat faith in God as a private matter, as a path I can walk by myself. In doing this, I confuse 

individuality with isolation. I ignore the scriptural truth that God created us for Him – and one another. 

Year after year, Lent pulls the curtain back on this illusion as I draw unusual strength from the 

universal Church.  

What a merciful God; he does not ask us to journey alone. Even the simple, friendly question, "What 

are you giving up for Lent?" jolts me out of my usual routine, forcing me to ponder where I'm at 

spiritually and what kind of fast would be appropriate this year. And when I feel like giving up and 

returning to the easy life, images of fellow believers enduring hardships; voluntary or involuntary; 

readily float to the surface of my thoughts during the Lenten season.  

I can't lie – when Easter arrives, I am always relieved. Finally, a little rejoicing! But the rejoicing 

wouldn't be as sweet if I hadn't been compelled to walk the way of the Cross first. And the jubilation is 

even more poignant given that the very people I preach to on Easter morning are the same ones that 

walked with me through the darker days of Lent. 

Shalom,  

Pastor Penny  

 

 

http://www.biblestudytools.com/search/?t=niv&q=mt+27:32
http://www.crosswalk.com/faith/

