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AHHHH, SEPTEMBER 

Hopefully the hot summer days are over and one can 
look forward to the crisp colorful fall weather that 
September starts to bring.  This month also brings 
changes to our church calendar.  Sunday school will be 
starting, Fifth Quarter will be kicking off, and choir is 
beginning to practice.   

 

SUNDAY SCHOOL  

On Sunday, September 7th our regular session of Sunday 
school will begin.  Our group of young people might be 
small, but their minds and thoughts are mighty.  Who 
knows what they’ll come up with or say, but it is 
guaranteed to be interesting!  

Once again they’ll be under the leadership of Lori Lewis 
and Lisa Grant with Kris Reeser helping out.  With that 
trio the group is assured of having a good time while they 
study the word of God. 

Don’t forget that guests are welcome.  So, if you have 
any relatives or grandchildren visiting be sure to bring 
them along on Sunday. 

 

FIFTH QUARTER KICK OFF 

Our Fifth Quarter will start up again on Friday, September 
26th and will be held on the 2nd and 4th Friday nights of 
each month during the school year.  This first Friday will 
be a movie night.  Everyone is invited to join the group at 
7:30 p.m. to watch “Heaven is for Real.” 

Don’t forget that you are invited to join in on the fun 
anytime they meet.  If you want to bring a treat or two 
when you come—they won’t object!  

 

 

 

YOU SHOULD HAVE BEEN THERE! 

For those of you that were at the last Casual 
Sunday/Potluck in August you were lucky to witness this.  
If you weren’t there—your loss. 

Our Pastor Mike took the ALS Ice Bucket Challenge.  
Thankfully he did this outside by the steps of the silo so 
that Mike Johnson could dump a bucket of ice water on 
him.  (According to a very wet and cold Pastor Mike it 
was “a very big bucket!”) 

We’re proud of you Pastor Mike to take on the challenge 
for such a worthy cause.  

 

LET SONG FILLTHE RAFTERS 

The choir under the very capable direction of Nancy 
Campbell our music director is once again practicing 
hymns for our worship services.  They have just started 
working on songs so the date for their first performance 
has not been scheduled.  As always Nancy wants to 
make certain that their singing is up to their high “Morton 
Tabernacle standards!” 

It will be nice to hear them once again as they are so 
missed during their summer month hiatus.  And don’t 
forget that they’ll be glad to take on newcomers for this 
season.  

 

 

IT’S BEEN A GREAT GROWING SEASON 

Because of this, there are still many opportunities to help 
with Ada’s Acre.  Weather allowing, we will continue 
working in the garden every Sunday and Thursday from 
about 5:00 p.m. until we are done.  Weeding and bean 



picking, bagging, washing, trimming, 
weighing…something for everyone!  We have had 
bumper crops of everything this year!!  And a reminder – 
this is YOUR garden…a community garden.  This is not 
just a garden for the needy.  If you want a fresh tomato 
green beans or any garden goodies, please help yourself 
or let Mike Johnson or Lori know what you would like. 

GREATER PEORIA HONOR FLIGHT 

Our Lori has been given the honor of being a guardian on 
the September 23rd Greater Peoria Honor Flight.  If 
anyone would like to write her Veteran a letter, his name 
is Mel Wells.  He served in the Army during peacetime 
(between Korea and Vietnam).  He and his wife Jan have 
lived in Morton for many, many years.  Please get your 
cards or letters to Lori ASAP.  The Mail Call on the return 
flight is a special part of the day. 

This flight on the 23rd will be returning to Peoria at 
approximately 9:30 p.m.  The public is invited to come to 
the airport for the big welcome home surprise! 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!! 
 
September  6—Sydney Grant 
September  7—Nathan Null 
September 12—Mhona Ricknell 
September 15—Ros Daniels  (90 years young!) 
September 17—Anne Binkele 
September 26—Ann Evans 
 
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!!! 
 
September  2—Gary & Lois Mort  (59 and counting!) 

 

OCTOBER SILO SOUNDINGS 

Information or items for the October issue of the Silo 
Soundings Newsletter must be turned in by Sunday, 
September 21st. 

 

Morton Pumpkin Festival ~ September 9-13 

 

KEEP THEM IN YOUR PRAYERS 

Linda Harbaugh—as she works to stay on the road to 
recovery. 
John Harbaugh—for continued strength and patience as 
he deals with Linda’s health issues and his own health 
issues. 
Dick Stribley**--for good health as he lives at Restmor. 
Ruth Bassett**--as she deals with her health at Morton 
Terrace. 
Dorothy Williams**--for continued good health while living 
at Brandon Wood. 
Lois and Gary Mort—for improved health for both of 
them. 
Dorothy and Pete Vallosio—for continued good health. 
Barb Necessary—to stay healthy and pain free. 
Mike Claver—for continued healing and patience. 
Ann Evans—for healing after she has knee replacement 
surgery on September 2nd. 
 
**Our members in Morton nursing homes and senior 
residences would enjoy a visit from you as they are no 
longer able to get to church on Sundays.  
 
 

MY INFLUENCE 
 

My life shall touch a dozen lives 
Before this day is done; 

Leave countless marks for good or ill, 
Ere sets the evening sun. 

 
So this the wish I always wish, 

The prayer I ever pray— 
“Lord, may my life help other lives 

It touches by the way.” 
 

                                              ~ Author Unknown 



Time  
 
It seems like we are always pressed for time. And that we want everything right now. 
With e-mail and faxing we can get some things done immediately, but not everything; 
and we seem to get impatient waiting for what we want. Whether it is service at a 
restaurant, results from tests, answers to prayers, etc. Did you ever stop to really think 
about how long some people had to wait or do without in the Bible??  
 
Here are a few examples:  
 
It rained for forty days & nights while Noah and his family and ALL those animals rode 
out the waves!! (Genesis 7) Moses was up on the mountain with the Lord for forty days 
and nights without eating or drinking water! (Exodus 34) Jesus was in the desert 
without food AND being tempted by Satan for forty days and nights! (Mark 1)  
 
Forty days is a little less than a month and a half. Can you imagine being cooped up in 
a smelly boat or going without bread & water for that long?!? I can't!! It's hard not to eat 
for 12 hours before a blood test!  
 
Then there was the seven year famine in Egypt; granted it was after a seven year 
abundance, but not everyone planned ahead (that would probably be me!). (Genesis 
41)  
 
What were you doing seven years ago? What will you be doing seven years from now? 
I bet you didn't have half of the friends that you have now back in 1997; and you will 
probably have many more by 2014.  
 
This, for me, is the biggie – the Israelites wandered in the desert for forty YEARS! 
(Numbers 32 & Deuteronomy 2:7) Now forty years is a looooong time.  By the time 
most people are forty they are settled into their lives, not out wandering around trying 
to find it.  
 
My point in bringing up all these events from the Bible is that God took care of all these 
people and HIS plan was fulfilled in HIS time. So the next time you make a prayer 
request to God, be assured that he is taking care of it in HIS time; which doesn't 
always coincide with our time plan! Believe me I know that it isn't always easy to wait, 
but we have to trust that God will work everything out according to His plan! (Romans 
8:28)  
 
Waiting in Him,  
Pastor Penny  
 

 

http://webmisc.onu.edu/org/kappaphi/summerdevotions/time.htm
http://webmisc.onu.edu/org/kappaphi/summerdevotions/time.htm


It Began with Coffee Cans  

Years ago someone at Folgers discovered you could fill a two pound coffee can with less coffee 

and the can would still seem to be full. The consumer, out of habit, picked up the can and 

assumed it was two pounds. The companies got so good at it they could take that 32 ounce 

can and fill it with only 23 ounces. The idea caught on, but it took years for the consumer to 

realize things had changed. 

A five pound bag of sugar became four pounds. A half-gallon of ice cream is now 1.75 quarts. 

Cereal boxes are just as wide but only half as thick. Walk down the aisles at the store, and 

you'll find numerous other things that have shrunk. 

To avoid the appearance of increased prices, manufactures merely reduced the amount of 

product. The changes were subtle. It is the same way, too in churches. Changes are subtle. 

Changes are slow. Changes can be painful. 

I've heard it said, "grief is spending your life looking in the rear view mirror waxing poetic on 

the past." I think that is a true statement. We long for the "good old days", but alas, things 

have changed. You might even be asking yourselves, "are our best days behind us?" I think the 

answer to that question has yet to be written. 

Reinventing ourselves to become a church of the future and not the past is the mission that 

lies before us. We have two choices. We can look with longing and sadness in the rear view 

mirror, or we can look with faith through the windshield at the road ahead. I can't and won't 

promise you an easy journey, but what I can do is promise you it will be an adventure and an 

exploration of God's will for us. 

As Robert Fulgham said in his book, Everything I Needed to Know I Learned in Kindergarten, 

"When we go out into the world, it is best to hold hands and stick together."   

Pastor Mike   

 

 

                             


