
SILO SOUNDINGS NEWSLETTER 

JULY/AUGUST 2014 
 

JULY  1 WEIGHT WATCHERS  8:30-10AM  (Every 
Tuesday) 

JULY  3 MUSIC ACADEMY  2-7PM  (Every Thursday) 
 WEED, WATER & WORK  5PM-? 
JULY  4 INDEPENDENCE DAY 
 (Fly Your Flag) 
 
JULY  6 COMMUNION SUNDAY  10AM 
 SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL  10AM 
 WEED, WATER & WORK  5PM-? 
JULY  7 WEIGHT WATCHERS  3:30-7PM  (Every Monday) 
 SESSION  7PM 
JULY  8 GARAGE SALE SET UP  12 NOON-? 
JULY  9 GARAGE SALE 8AM-2PM 
 (Includes Bake Sale and Lunch) 
JULY 10 WEED, WATER & WORK 5PM-? 
 
JULY 13 WORSHIP SERVICE  10AM 
 SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL  10AM 
 WEED, WATER & WORK  5PM-? 
 
JULY 20 WORSHIP SERVICE  10AM 
 SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL  10AM 
 WEED, WATER & WORK  5PM-? 
JULY 24 WEED, WATER & WORK  5PM-? 
 
JULY 27 CASUAL SUNDAY SERVICE  10AM 
 POTLUCK  (Following Service) 
 WEED, WATER & WORK  5PM-? 
JULY 30 WEED, WATER & WORK  5PM-? 
 

AUGUST  3   COMMUNION SUNDAY  10AM 
        SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL  10AM 
          WEED, WATER & WORK  5PM-? 
AUGUST  4    WEIGHT WATCHERS  3:30-7PM  (Every   
                       Monday)                   
         SESSION  7PM 
AUGUST  5     WEIGHT WATCHERS  8:30-10AM  

(Every  
                        Tuesday) 
AUGUST  7     MUSIC ACADEMY  2-7PM  (Every Thursday) 
         WEED, WATER & WORK  5PM-? 
 
AUGUST 10    WORSHIP SERVICE  10AM 
          SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL  10AM 
          WEED, WATER & WORK  5PM-? 
AUGUST 14     WEED, WATER & WORK  5PM-? 
 
AUGUST 17     WORSHIP SERVICE  10AM 
           SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL  10AM 
           WEED, WATER & WORK  5PM-? 
 
AUGUST 24      WORSHIP SERVICE  10AM 
            SUMMER SUNDAY SCHOOL  10AM 
            SEPTEMBER SILO INFORMATION DUE 
            WEED, WATER & WORK  5PM-? 
AUGUST 28       WEED, WATER & WORK  5PM-? 
 
AUGUST 31       CASUAL SUNDAY SERVICE  10AM 
             POTLUCK  (Following Service) 
             WEED, WATER & WORK  5PM-? 
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SUMMER CONTINUES 

The lazy, hazy days of summer are upon us.  With them 
come thoughts of all those wonderful summer activities, 
vacations, ice cold drinks and treats, or just plain old 
doing nothing…just finding a hammock somewhere and 
settling down for a nap.  Mmmmm…sounds good doesn’t 
it?  Don’t forget though to keep church on your summer 
activity list.  God doesn’t take a vacation or laze about in 
a hammock.  He’s there for you 24/7 and during the 
summer months you may need him more than you think.  
So join us on Sunday mornings and recharge your 
batteries in God’s house!  

 

ANOTHER SUMMER ACTIVITY TO DO 

Because our church sits on former farm land and is in fact 
a former barn it only seemed natural to take some of our 
wonderful land and put it to good use several years ago.  
So Ada’s Acres was developed to help those who wanted 
a vegetable garden, but didn’t have a place for one and to 
help supply local food pantries with fresh produce. 

Each year since its conception the garden has grown in 
size.  Each year our contributions to the food pantries 
have also grown!  In order for this to keep on happening, 
the people of our church need to lend a hand on either 
Sunday or Thursday evenings.  Weeding, watering, and 
just plain ole working in the garden needs to be done.  
Mike Johnson and Lori Lewis who have headed up this 
mission of our church would certainly appreciate the extra 
pair of hands on those nights.   

 

GARAGE SALE 

I know, I know…we don’t have a garage, but we are still 
going to call it a “garage sale!”  This year the sale will be 
on Wednesday, July 9.  The sale will begin at 8:00 a.m. 
and will end around 2:00 p.m.  The youth group of our 
church are once again doing this as a fund raiser for their 
activities.  So all you have to do is let go of errrr, 
contribute some of your possessions that are clean, in 
good shape and work if they are electronic.  Don’t have 
anything or can’t part with something taking up space in 
your basement or attic?  Or perhaps you want to do more 
for the youth, well then how about making something for 
the bake sale?  Yep, they’ll take bake good items too.   

Non-bake good items (your “junk”) can be brought to the 
church anytime now.  Just place it in the first classroom.  
If that space is full, then start loading up the “new” 
classroom.  Or wait until the 8th of July and bring your 
stuff over from noon on.  Oh…you can bring your baked 
goodies over on the 8th too. 

Don’t forget that they will also be offering a barbeque 
lunch for purchase that day of the sale.  So tell your 
friends and neighbors about the sale and that they’ll be 
able to shop in air conditioned comfort unlike other sales 
around town that day!  

 

CASUAL SUNDAY SERVICE AND POTLUCK 

As the summer continues, so do our monthly casual 
Sunday service held in the Fellowship Room (or 
outside—pastor choice).  Following these services will be 
a potluck for all who are able to stay to enjoy along with 
some good Christian fellowship. 

In June our main entrée was fried and baked chicken, but 
as of this writing the entrée for July and August are a 
mystery.  So listen to announcements in church and you’ll 
find out what we’ll be dining upon for the main entrée.  
Then bring a dish to share with one another that day of 
the potluck and be prepared to go home stuffed with the 
love of God and some good food! 

 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY—JULY!!! 

July 10—Helen Claver 
July 15—Kris Reeser 
July 16—Cheryl Mangels 
July 26—Olivia Clark 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY—JULY!!! 

July  2—Tom & Nancy Mazich 
July 16—Steve & Kris Reeser 
HAPPY BIRTHDAY—AUGUST!!! 

August  1—Penny Frame 
August  4—John Harbaugh 
August  6—Zach Johnson 
August  9—Mike Claver 



August 14—Bob Nelson 
August 18—Lori Lewis 
August 23—Nancy Mazich 
August 28—Claudia Ulavege 
 
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY—AUGUST!!! 

August  5—John & Lori Lewis 
August  6—Steve & Edna Johnson 
August 29—Ruben & Cheryl Mangels 
 

 

SEPTEMBER SILO SOUNDINGS NEWSLETTER 

Because this is a combined issue for the Silo Soundings 
Newsletter for July and August, the next issue won’t be 
until September.  So information for the September 
newsletter needs to be turned in by Sunday, August 24. 

 

KEEP THEM IN YOUR PRAYERS 

Linda Harbaugh—as she works to stay on the road to 
recovery. 
John Harbaugh—for continued strength and patience as 
he deals with Linda’s health issues and his own health 
issues. 
Dick Stribley**--for good health as he lives at Restmor. 
Ruth Bassett**--as she deals with her health at Morton 
Terrace. 
Dorothy Williams**--for continued good health while living 
at Brandon Wood. 
Lois and Gary Mort—for improved health for both of 
them. 
Dorothy and Pete Vallosio—for continued good health. 
Barb Necessary—to stay healthy and pain free. 
Mike Claver—for continued healing and patience. 
Helen Claver—for tolerance with Mike as he heals while 
she too becomes 100% healthy. 
 
 

 
 

 

A PRAYER FOR INDEPENDENCE DAY 

      God of our fathers, whose almighty hand has made 
and preserved our nation, grant that our people may 
understand what it is they celebrate on Independence 
Day. 

     May they remember how bitterly our freedom was 
won, the down payment that was made for it, the 
installments that have been made since the Republic was 
born, and the price that must yet be paid for our liberty. 

     May we think of freedom not as the right to do as we 
please, but as the opportunity to please to do what is 
right. 

     May it ever be understood that our liberty is under God 
and can be found nowhere else. 

     May our faith be something that is not merely stamped 
upon our coins, but expressed in our lives. 

     To the extent that America honors thee, wilt thou bless 
America.  Keep her true as thou hast kept her free and 
make her good at thou hast made her rich.   

     Through Jesus Christ our Lord. Amen. 

--Peter Marshall 

 

 



 
Another Declaration of Independence: Freedom in Christ 
 
So Jesus said to the Jews who had believed in him, "If you abide in my word, you are truly my 
disciples, and you will know the truth, and the truth will set you free." John 8:31-32 
 
Like millions of Americans this week, my mind is on the Fourth of July holiday and what it represents: 
our freedom as a nation. This freedom is a precious thing, bought with the sweat, toil and blood of 
countless Americans who initially fought to obtain it as well as those who have fought to secure it in 
the centuries since that fateful day in 1776.  
 
Gratitude without measure wells up in my heart when I consider the brave men and women of the 
American military who, this Fourth of July, will be fighting in Iraq and Afghanistan to combat the 
tyranny of terrorism. These soldiers stand in the train of valiant warriors who fought in the 
Revolutionary War, Civil War, two World Wars, Korea, Vietnam and the first Gulf War. Each of these 
conflicts – while unique in themselves – shared the common goal of protecting American freedom. 
Today's battles are no different.  
 
But even as I prize my freedom as an American, I am moved to consider a greater freedom – my 
freedom in Christ. It is the freedom that comes with being a disciple of Jesus Christ.  
 
The above Scripture was shocking to Jesus' audience. These proud men thought they already had all 
the freedom they needed by virtue of being "offspring of Abraham". Jesus proceeds to point them 
beyond any national, social or religious freedom they might enjoy to the freedom that comes through 
His person and work: "Truly, truly, I say to you, everyone who commits sin is a slave to sin … So if 
the Son sets you free, you will be free indeed" (John 8:34,36). Contrary to what Jesus' listeners 
thought, they were in bondage to sin and subject to the tyranny of it.  
 
Commenting on this passage of Scripture Leon Morris writes, "People do not always, or even usually, 
realize that they are in bondage. They tend to rest in some fancied position of privilege, national, 
social or religious. So these Jews, proud of their religion, did not even know their need to be free."  
 
Even as Christians we can fall prey to the temptation to trust in other things for our freedom from the 
tyranny of sin: status, money, good works, associations, etc. But the true disciple finds freedom in 
Christ and Christ alone.    
 
The Fourth of July is a wonderful time to consider our freedom – as Americans and as Christians. Our 
national freedom is precious, but our freedom in Christ is of infinite worth.  
 
The saving truth that Jesus speaks of in John 8:32 brings ultimate freedom – freedom from sin and 
death and the devil; freedom from a life of futility and an eternity of wrath. It is freedom from the 
tyranny of hate and bitterness and cruelty. It is the freedom to love God and neighbor.  
 
May this "Declaration of Independence" be on our lips and in our hearts this Fourth of July holiday. 
 
With God’s Love,  

Pastor Penny  
 

 

http://www.crosswalk.com/faith/spiritual-life/another-declaration-of-independence-freedom-in-christ-11605259.html?utm_source=Crosswalk_Daily_Update&utm_medium=email&utm_campaign=07/04/2011
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"Where Is God When It Hurts?" 

If you were in church on Sunday, May 18, you heard me announce that I was prepared to deliver a four part 

sermon series on the topic of "God's Presence In Our Times of Pain". It was to be my first sermon series ever, 

and I was ready!  At 5:32 p.m. on May 24, my plans for not only the evening, but for the foreseeable future 

changed drastically.  

Helen and I were dressed up and ready to go out and celebrate our 39th wedding anniversary. I looked good, I 

smelled good, and I was already thinking about what I was going to order for dinner. As we left the house, I 

remember looking down and seeing the bottom of my right shoe with my foot still firmly inside the shoe. For a 

brief moment, I realized I had just twisted my ankle. A split second later I had conducted a scientific 

experiment to determine if gravity was still on. It was. 

I had fallen 8" onto a concrete patio stone resulting in a fractured knee cap and a ruptured quadriceps tendon. 

The pain that immediately followed was unlike anything I had ever felt before, and to add insult to injury 

somewhere during the event or earlier that afternoon, I had been bitten by a Brown Recluse spider - I just 

didn't know that, yet.  

I'll spare you all the details and stories, but lying on the ground in pain and nearly breathless, I remember not 

being able to reach 911. It took about 20 minutes or longer to get an ambulance, and then we got two, one 

from my department and another from a neighboring town. Yet, when they arrived, I began to sense a higher 

power. They also started me with some morphine which I gladly accepted and asked for seconds. 

Because of the spider bite and the ensuing infection and fever, the surgery was delayed  10 days. And during 

that time, I saw God so many times in so many places that I began to think I had either died that day or hit my 

head.  

The kindness of the doctors and nurses was overwhelming. I met a nurse named Penny in pre-op. She was just 

out of the Army, and had just returned from a deployment. I told her about my bike ride, and we talked briefly 

as I slipped into la-la land. I remember seeing the OR lights and thinking they looked like the space ships in 

"War of the Worlds". The next recollection was in recovery asking when they would start. The rest of the day 

was a mix of medication and the ministry of angelic people who came in every 30 minutes at first to check on 

me. They asked me every time, "On a scale of 1 to 10, what's your pain level?" Seriously, I do not do math, and 

told them so. We settled on 9.  

I made it a point of trying to remember each person's name which was a nice effort, but I couldn't even 

remember my own name. They always asked when my birthday was...I looked at my band and recited 8/7/51. 

I was asked if I was mentally stable...if I needed to talk to someone... did I want to see a chaplain (I saw two 

and they were fantastic). They thought I was depressed from being in a hospital bed but it was really just 

hallucinating from the anesthesia.  

There was Matt and Bree and Laura and Cheree, and the gunslinger RN IV specialist they called my when my 

veins collapsed and I needed a new tube inserted. All were the hands of God! 

In every encounter, it was more than a job for them. They held my hand and looked me in the eye. Some of 

them prayed with me once I told them it was ok with me. I had a wonderful conversation with the lady that 

came in my room to mop the floor. Even my 90 pound therapist who tied a belt around my waist and hoisted 

me to my feet against my better judgment was really awesome controlling my walks. She said, "Look, I'm not 



going to let you fall, and you won't kill me if you fall on top of me." I really wasn't sure about that statement, 

but she helped me walk around the floor with a walker and then crutches.  

God comes to us in others; people of all shapes and sizes, colors and ethnicity, tall and short, skinny and fat, 

straight and gay. What I know now is if you are open to God's intervention, he is right there.  

I'm learning patience. I'm learning to use a walker and crutches. I'm learning to use the elevator (against my 

wishes). I'm learning to let people help me. I am learning what it feels like to be on strong pain medications for 

a long period of time. And...I am learning there are a lot of people in the world that care about me more than 

just superficially. I am learning that when you say, "I'll say a prayer for you," or "I'll keep you in my prayers," 

it's a good idea to follow through because you touch the face of God, and he touches you.  

So for now, my sermon series will have to wait, but in the meantime I'm still learning - and I will keep you all in 

my prayers. 

Grace and Peace, 

Pastor Mike          

 

 

                             


