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MORE BARNSTORMING FOR BETTER LIVING 

Kris Reeser has been busy planning the September Barnstorming program.  It is going to be “ Here Comes 
the Bride,”  Her plan is to have more of an Open House feel that night with finger foods and appetizers 
instead of a meal.  When we last talked, Kris was planning to contact some wedding planners.  She also 
plans to have our church’s wedding policy available that night along with church members there to show 
people around the church and to answer any questions. 

The date for September’s Barnstorming is Thursday, September 10th from 5:30-7:00 p.m.  If you know of 
anyone who has a wedding in their or a family member’s future, then please let them know about our 
“Here Comes the Bride” evening. (Even if you don’t, please come that evening and give Kris and the others 
a hand.) 

SCHOOL DAYS, SCHOOL DAZE … 

Summer is fast slipping away and already our young people are back in school and college.  So now it is 
time to once again start up our church Sunday school.  Lori Lewis along with Lisa Grant and Kris have 
been busy planning this year’s program.  If anyone would like to lend a hand, I’m sure they will accept 
your offer! 

So mark your calendar for Sunday, September 13th.  If you don’t have anyone of Sunday school age, but 
know of someone looking for a church program to attend, then please invite them to join us that day.  
Sunday school as most of you know meets every Sunday during most of the church service.  (They go 
down to their classroom after the special youth sermon.) The Sunday school year goes from September 
until sometime in May. 

FIFTH QUARTER 

Fifth Quarter will also be starting up again this month.  This is a group geared toward the youth of our 
church and any young people interested in having a fun evening twice a month on Fridays.  Adults are 
present during these Christian based nights and over the years they seem to be having as much fun as the 
kids! 

Activities vary and sometimes the location along with the time.  Generally speaking, the group meets the 
2nd and 4th Fridays of the month September through May at the church from 7:30 -10:30 p.m.  The youth 
attending are in junior high and high school with some younger and some older popping up.  They also 
don’t turn down any adults wanting to help.  (Nor do they turn down food donations!) 

WEED, WATER? AND WORK! 

Even though I forgot to put it on the calendar, we are still maintaining our community garden on Sunday 
and Thursday evenings.  Work begins at 5 (or earlier now that it is getting dark by 8) and goes until dark.  
If you can help in the garden or inside weighing and preparing the vegetables for distribution, then please 
join the group those evenings.  If you would like some tomatoes or whatever is producing, then please 
help yourself or contact Lori or Mike Johnson with your request.  The gardens help support two local food 
pantries, but they also are for our church members to enjoy!  



WHILE IN THE GARDEN… 

Have you noticed anything new out by the garden?  There is now a concrete slab on which a shed for the 
garden is going to be built.  We are able to have the shed due to grants we received.  The shed will help 
tremendously with storage of all the items used for the garden.  

MAKE JOYFUL NOISE UNTO THE LORD 

I am pleased to announce that our choir will be starting to perform during Sunday services soon.  Practice 
has been slated to begin on Wednesday, September 23rd at 7:00 p.m. 

Our choir director, Nancy Campbell would like everyone to know that choir is open to anyone who enjoys 
singing and can carry a tune.  You don’t have to be able to read music, but you do need to be able to have a 
good time at practice!  

So show up on the 23rd and be prepared to enjoy the hour long practice and comradery of fellow choir 
members.  (There are a few interesting characters in the group!) 

LEFTOVERS 

If you use the kitchen for personal or church events, please take the time to label leftover items you think 
others might use.  By labeling I mean to use the permanent marker (found in the first drawer by the 
garbage can) and mark the date opened.  That way we aren’t going to have issues with people using items 
that are way too old.  I know many of the items have an expiration date that may not have been reached, 
but many of these items also state something like “use within 2 weeks after opening.” 

So please be considerate of others and label/date the items in the refrigerator.  Thank you for your 
cooperation. 

MISSION TRIP IN IRVINE, KENTUCKY 

The mission trip was wonderfully successful.  The youth spent a Sunday morning in August talking to the 
congregation about the impact it had on their lives and the impact they made on others.  The service ran 
quite a bit longer than usual that Sunday and they thank you for allowing the extra time. 

They stayed at Camp Burnamwood, a Presbyterian ministry in Irvine, Kentucky.  They spent a day 
cleaning areas of the camp for other campers.  A porch was built for a blind man and his very grateful 
uncle.  They spent a day at a children’s home playing games, making crafts, team-building and hopefully 
giving the boys who live there a little bit of normal in their not so normal lives.  It was an experience for 
all of them.  Thanks to all for the opportunity to take this trip and Thanks to United Presbyterian Church 
for allowing our group to tag along.  Our group is looking forward to more joint adventures! 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!! 

September  6—Sydney Grant 
September  7—Nathan Null 
September 12—Mhona Ricknell 
September 26—Ann Evans 
 
HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!!! 
 
September  2—Gary & Lois Mort 



FROM THE UPC NEWSLETTER 
The following article was in the United Presbyterian Church newsletter from their Worship Director, 
Aaron Schultz, about one our boys on the recent Mission Trip. 
 

A Disposition of Helping 
 

“I am so glad Karen asked me to go on the mission’s trip this summer to Kentucky. Prior to leaving, I was 
a bit apprehensive. First of all, being gone one week is just difficult to do with work and general life. You 
get behind, it’s stressful, etc. Also, I had never been gone from Jenn for that long before. Then while I was 
on the missions trip, my dog Ruffles got really really sick which made it even harder to be away. 
Despite all of these things, God showed up in unmistakable ways during the mission’s trip. 
 
I would like to share one experience I had. 
 
There was this young man on the trip who taught me a lot. Often times, when put in positions of teaching, 
we teachers become better learners in the process. This circumstance was no exception. Throughout the 
week, people complimented this young man on his maturity. His actions led everyone to believe he was 
much older than what he actually was. But I was most impress3d by his willingness to help. AT any given 
time on the trip, I would hear the following words come out of his mouth: 
 
‘what can I do to help you?’ 
 
It wasn’t an apprehensive, disinterested, and obligatory.  
 
‘uhh…do you need help with that?’ 
 
It was a genuine question of concern. 
 
There are two huge differences between these two questions. In the first scenario, the person is focused 
on their own agenda and the tasks they need to accomplish. Then, when confronted with a situation 
needing their attention, they are unprepared to offer a genuine form of service. In the case of the young 
man on this trip, his very disposition was consistently oriented around serving people. Even when 
performing tasks for himself, the opportunity for helping others always took priority. 
 
I’m not sure when I lost this sense of type of service. I used to have this gift. But it has somehow been 
hidden away with the hustle and bustle of life, my need to be productive, demands of family, and feeding 
my own interests. 
 
As a student of this young man, I remain grateful for this important lesson on being helpful. Next time I 
ask someone if they need help, I will make sure they themselves are my main priority and their interests 
are of number one concern to me. I will actively be looking for ways to help instead of being surprised 
when someone needs something from me.” 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

KEEP THEM IN YOUR PRAYERS 
Edna Johnson—as she takes on the fight against cancer for the third time with radiation treatments. 
Lois & Gary Mort—for better health for both of them. 
Linda Harbaugh—as she works to stay on the road to recovery. 
John Harbaugh—is doing well but shoulder surgery still lies ahead for him. 
Dorothy Williams**--her MS is taking more and more of her strength. 
Dorothy & Pete Vallosio—for continued good health. 
Barb Necessary—for pain free health. 

 



 

 

RUTH BASSETT 
I am deeply saddened to report that one of our long time members, Ruth Bassett 
passed away.  Ruth had been an active part of our church for many years helping 
where ever she was needed.  Whether it was as an elder, or singing with the choir, or 
helping in the kitchen, you could count on Ruth to help and give her opinion on 
things! 
 
During her last years, Ruth wasn’t able to attend church as she was living in one of 
Morton’s nursing homes.  She was though able to keep up on things through visits from our pastors and 
members of the church.  
 
It is good to know that she is now at peace in the comfort of our Lord’s embrace. 

 

~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~~ 

Back to School For the Christian 

“Study to show yourself approved unto God..."  2 Timothy 2:15  

 

Recently I was reading through some back to school tips. It struck me that we as Christians could take some of 

those tips and get ourselves geared up to serving the Lord. We need to get back to the school of life for Christ.  

 

Christian Back to School Tips: 
 

Get Enough Sleep.  (Rest in the Lord) 
As parents we all know the benefits of getting our children to bed early on a school night. They need that added 

rest in order to get up early in the morning. A good night's sleep will work wonders on your attitude the next 

day and it will help your whole disposition. Resting in the Lord will also make you fit and ready for the day. It 

will recharge you. 

"Rest in the LORD, and wait patiently for him..."     Psalm 37:7 

 

Get a Healthy Breakfast.  (Have Prayer and Bible Study) 
The experts all agree that giving a child breakfast before school helps in knowledge retention, test scores, and 

overall learning. As Christians we need to get a healthy breakfast of Bible study and prayer. Having some type 

of personal devotions will fuel you for the day. 

My voice shall thou hear in the morning, O LORD; in the morning will I direct my prayer unto thee, and will 

look up.  Psalm 5:3 

Follow The Rules. (Use the Bible as Your Guide) 
School couldn't be productive if it weren't for the rules. We can all remember some of the basics. No fighting. 

No talking during class. No chewing gum. As Christians we have the best rule book of all. It covers all of the 

basics. We need to use it as a guide on a daily basis. All of those do's and don'ts in God's Word are there to help 

us live productive lives.                                                                                                                      
28 

But he said, “Blessed rather are those who hear the word of God and obey it!” Luke 11:28
 

 

Develop Good Work and Study Habits.   (Develop Good Bible Study Habits) 
Children that develop good study habits are the ones who sail through school without major problems. We as 

Christians need to develop good study habits when it comes to God's Word. Knowing the Word is what is going 

to make or break us. We've got to know the Word of God in order to live it. 

"Study to show thyself approved unto God, a workman that needs not to be ashamed, rightly dividing the word 

of truth."   2 Timothy 2:15 



 

Try Your Best.   (Do Your Best for Christ) 
Teaching our children to do their best will bring results and they can be proud of themselves. It's rewarding to 

do your best. As Christians we need to strive to do our best in whatever we do. After all we are doing it to honor 

God. 

And whatsoever ye do, do it heartily, as to the Lord, and not unto men; Knowing that of the Lord ye shall 

receive the reward of the inheritance: for ye serve the Lord Christ.  Colossians 3:23, 24 

 

Get Along With Your Classmates.  (Fellowship with Other Christians)  
When children are taught to get along together at school it causes such a good atmosphere for learning. When 

we as Christians get along with each other and fellowship with one another, it causes more productive lives, 

which helps further the cause of Christ. 

But if we walk in the light, as he is in the light, we have fellowship one with another, and the blood of Jesus 

Christ his Son cleanses us from all sin.  1 John 1:7 

 

Get To Know Your Teacher.  (Know Christ More)  
One of the first things a student needs to learn is what is expected of him from his teacher. How does that 

teacher deal with homework? With classroom policies? With grades? We need to know what Christ expects of 

us. Getting to know God will help us serve Him better. 

And you, Solomon my son, know thou the God of thy father, and serve him with a perfect heart and with a 

willing mind: for the LORD searches all hearts, and understands all the imaginations of the thoughts: if thou 

seek him, he will be found of thee; but if thou forsake him, he will cast thee off forever.   1 Chronicles 28:9 

 

I hope I can remember to follow these tips. I want to be a prepared and productive student of the Lord. 

 

So, are you ready for the school of life? 

 
Shalom,  
Pastor Penny  

 



 
 

SEPTEMBER Calendar 
SEPTEMBER  1 WEIGHT WATCHERS  8:30-10AM  (Every Tuesday) 
 SESSION  7PM 
SEPTEMBER  3 MUSIC ACADEMY  2-7PM  (Every Thursday) 
 
SEPTEMBER  6 COMMUNION SUNDAY  10AM 
SEPTEMBER  7 LABOR DAY 
SEPTEMBER 10 BARNSTORMING PROGRAM  5:30-7PM                     
SEPTEMBER 11 FIFTH QUARTER  7:30-10:30PM 
 
SEPTEMBER 13 WORSHIP SERVICE 10AM 
 SUNDAY SCHOOL BEGINS  10AM 
SEPTEMBER 14 WEIGHT WATCHERS  3:30-7PM  (Every Monday)  
SEPTEMBER 15 PASTORIAL SCHOOL – PEORIA 
SEPTEMBER 16 MORTON PUMPKIN FESTIVAL BEGINS 
 
SEPTEMBER 20 WORSHIP SERVICE  10AM 
 SUNDAY SCHOOL  10AM 
 OCTOBER SILO INFORMATION DUE 
SEPTEMBER 23 CHOIR PRACTICE BEGINS  7PM 
SEPTEMBER 25 FIFTH QUARTER  7:30-10:30PM 
 
SEPTEMBER 27 WORSHIP SERVICE  10AM 
 SUNDAY SCHOOL  10AM 
SEPTEMBER 30 CHOIR PRACTICE  7PM 
   
                                                                                        

SILO SOUNDINGS NEWSLETTER 
FIRST PRESBYTERIAN CHURCH – THE BARN 
PASTORS PENNY FRAME & MIKE CLAVER 
1020 EAST JACKSON/P.O. BOX 197 
MORTON, ILLINOIS 61550 
 

 

  www.mortonfirstpres.org 

 

http://www.mortonfirstpres.org/

