
SILO SOUNDINGS NEWSLETTER 

RETIRING OF THE GREENS 

Now that Advent Season is over, it is time to once again 

take down the Christmas decorations.  Please plan to 

stay after church this Sunday the 4th to help.  The more 

people that can lend a hand, the faster it will go.  

 

NEW YEAR…NEW ELDERS 

On Sunday, January 4th we will be installing Jim Grant 

and Andy Ulavege as Ruling Elders.  Jim consented to 

stay on Session for another term and Andy will be 

replacing Claudia Ulavege on Session.  Their term will 

expire at the end of December 2017.  Leaving Session 

and the end of this year (2015) will be Lori Lewis and 

Mary Jane Johnson. 

Our thanks goes out to those currently serving our church 

by being on Session and to those who have served in 

years past. 

 

COMMITTEE REPORTS DUE 

This is a reminder for those who need to write up year-

end reports for their committees that they are due 

Sunday, January 11th.  Please submit your report to clerk, 

Lori Lewis so that she can compile them for distribution at 

our next Congregational Meeting. 

 

IDEAS, SUGGESTIONS… 

When Session meets this month on the 11th, they would 

like to have from you the members and non-members 

ideas for the dinners we are planning to start this year.  

These dinners will probably start in April and will be open 

to the public.  The goal is to welcome anyone that would 

like to join us at our table to share a meal and then 

afterwards a program or activity.  These meals will then 

be held monthly throughout 2015. 

If you have some ideas for the time following the meal (or 

even the meal itself), then please contact a Session 

member (Lori, Mary Jane, Jim, Andy, Kris Reeser, or 

Nathan Null).  This is not to be just a Session run activity, 

but a whole church project, so please give it some 

thought. 

 

SESSION REMINDER 

Session members don’t forget that January’s Session 

meeting will be on Sunday, January 11th after church and 

fellowship time at Mary Jane and Mike Johnsons’.  

Besides the regular agenda, plans will be discussed for 

the up-coming dinners mentioned above. 

 

 

CONGREGATIONAL MEETING 

Following the worship service on January 18th, there will 

be a Congregational Meeting.  The purpose of this 

meeting will be for the committees to summarize what 

went on in which they were involved with this past year.  

Mike Johnson, our treasurer, will also review with us how 

we stand financially at the end of 2014.  He will also 

present the budget for 2015. 

Questions and comments from the congregation will be 

taken during the meeting, so please feel free to ask.  

Copies of the reports and budget will be distributed at the 

meeting.  They will also be available at the church if you 

are unable to make the meeting. 

 

 

CHAIRS FOR UPSTAIRS 

One hundred chairs have been ordered to replace most 

of the front pews in our sanctuary.  We should be 

receiving these chairs sometime in early spring.  The 

chair ordered was “B” and will be covered in a dark blue 

print fabric.  It also will have a rack underneath for 

hymnals and Bible plus a holder for communion cups.  

These chairs will be able to hook together to form straight 

rows and curve to make a circular type row.  (By hooking 

together they will also offer a more sturdy support for 

those that need it to get up from sitting.) 

 



SOUP AND GAME NIGHT 

Enough about meetings and reports…let’s have some 

fun!  Please join us for a night of eating and playing 

games.  On Saturday, January 24th we will have a soup 

dinner that is sure to warm your soul on a cold winter’s 

night.  Following the meal we will play some games—

whatever games you’d like to bring.  So please join us for 

an evening of good Christian fellowship that is sure to 

chase the winter blahs away.  

Look for the sign-up sheet posted on the bulletin board.  

Then sign up for what you’d like to bring to share that 

evening.  And if you have a game or two you’d like to 

play—bring that along too.  Hope you can join us on the 

24th.  We’ll begin the festivities at 5:00 p.m. 

 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!! 

January  2—Dorothy Vallosio 

January  3—Nancy Campbell 

January 13—Max McCammon 

January 18—Pete Vallosio 

January 24—Andy Ulavege 

January 27—Nicholas Reeser 

January 29—Andrea Pearson 

January 31—Gary Mort 

                      Tom Mazich 

 

 

HAPPY ANNIVERSARY!!! 

 

January 17—Teri & Denny White 

 

FEBRUARY SILO SOUNDINGS 

Don’t forget to have any information to me by January 

25th for the February edition of the Silo Soundings 

Newsletter. 

 

KEEP THEM IN YOUR PRAYERS 

 

Linda Harbaugh—as she works to stay on the road to 

recovery. 

John Harbaugh—for continued strength and patience as 

he deals with Linda’s health issues along with his own. 

Dick Stribley—his health continues to change from one 

moment to the next.  Prayers for him and his family. 

Ruth Bassett**--as she deals with her health at Morton 

Terrace. 

Dorothy Williams**--her MS is taking more and more of 

her strength.  She still though resides at Brandon Wood. 

Gary & Lois Mort—for improved health for both of them. 

Dorothy & Pete Vallosio—for continued good health. 

Barb Necessary—for pain free health. 

Mike Claver—for continued healing. 

Ann Evans—for continued healing and safe time in 

Arizona. 

 

**Our members in nursing homes and senior residences 

would enjoy a visit from you at they are no longer able to 

get to church on Sundays. 

 

 

JEAN SELL 

 

I am saddened to report that a former member, Jean Sell 

past away just this last week.  She along with her late 

husband Ed attended our church for a number of years 

after they moved to Morton.  Our prayers and 

condolences to her children and families. 

 

 

A New Year’s Prayer 

May God make your year a happy one! 

Not by shielding you from all sorrows and pain, 

But by strengthening you to bear it, as it comes; 

Not by making your path easy, 

But by making you sturdy to travel any path; 

Not by taking hardships from you, 

But by taking fear from your heart; 

Not by granting you unbroken sunshine, 

But by keeping your face bright, even in the shadows; 

Not by making your life always pleasant, 

But by showing you when people and their causes need 

you most, 

     and by making you anxious to be there to help. 

God’s love, peace, hope and joy to you for the year 

ahead. 

--Author Unknown                 



Every year we watch as that grand illuminating ball slowly ascends upward, poised in the 

middle of Time Square. At the stroke of midnight, the roar of “Happy New Year” bellows forth 

into the cold, brisk air as thousands of on-lookers celebrate the time honored tradition of 

bringing in the New Year there in the “Big Apple,” New York City. 

 

I, myself have never been one for making very many New Year’s resolutions. My track record 

begins to speak volumes whenever I start to have that notion. But this year, I’ve decide to 

concentrate on one thing. I’ve decided to make my focus the very same as the Apostle Paul’s 

“one thing” spoken about in the book of Philippians when he said: “Brothers, I do not consider 

myself yet to have taken hold of it. But one thing I do: Forgetting what is behind and straining 

forward to what is ahead, I press on toward the goal to win the prize for which God has called 

me heavenward in Christ Jesus" (Philippians 3:13-14). 

 

I love simplicity. So, when you speak to me about the possibility of accomplishing “one thing” 

opposed to “many things,” I’m all ears. Paul goes on to say that only the more mature will take 

this kind of view. My ears suddenly perk up again, Oh, so only the mature, huh? 

 

Then it goes on to say, “And that at some point if you should begin to think differently, God 

Himself will make it clear” (Philippians 3:15). 

 

Wow, that just tells me that God thinks this “one thing” is pretty important also. So what 

exactly is this exclusive goal?  

 

Paul says that his goal is to know Christ, to be like Christ, and to win Christ (Philippians 3:8). 

We are to strive for single mindedness. Just like the determined athlete who lays aside 

everything harmful and forsakes anything that may try and distract him from achieving his one 

aim … to win the trophy! 

 

I have decided to no longer allow my past to dictate what my future will look like. Instead, I 

will focus on growing in the grace and the knowledge of who I am in Christ. My victory is not 

something to be attained, but rather, a person to be realized! That person is the Christ in me! 

Everything I need or will ever need, I already have “in Him!” 

 

Paul challenges us to pursue Christ-likeness by following His own personal lead. Why don’t we 

all make it our goal this New Year, to strive to cross the finish line and take home that glorious 

prize, that is even now … set before us? 

 

What better way to bring in the New Year than to set our sites heavenward?  

 

HAPPY NEW YEAR!!!  

Pastor Penny  
 


