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EASTER LILIES 

Easter Lilies are still available to purchase.  These lilies 

will be used to grace the altar on Easter Sunday.  If you 

are interested in purchasing one or more, please see 

Nancy Campbell.  The cost per plant is $17 (The cost 

was incorrect in last month’s Silo—sorry.) 

Once the service is over on Easter Sunday, you may take 

your lily home with you.  Thank you for helping make our 

church looks so nice on Easter. 

 

MAUNDY THURSDAY SERVICE 

For the past several years we have been holding some of 

our services with the Washington Presbyterian Church.  

This year they held the Ash Wednesday Service and we 

are hosting the Maundy Thursday Worship Service.  This 

will begin at 7:00 p.m. on Thursday, April 2nd.  During this 

solemn service communion will be held. 

Maundy Thursday is an important day during Holy Week.  

This somber day leads us into Good Friday which helps 

us to understand the celebration that becomes Easter 

Sunday.  Please be certain to join us for this joint service 

with Washington. 

 

EASTER BREAKFAST 

Once again we will be having an Easter Breakfast before 

our service on Easter Sunday.  The meal will begin at 

8:30 a.m. and is being put on by the youth of our church 

along with some help from other adults. 

Details were still being worked on as of this writing.  

Please see Lori Lewis if you have any questions or to let 

her know if you are bringing a large group with you that 

morning. 

As in the past, this will be a free will offering to cover the 

cost of the meal.  Any money above and beyond that will 

be going towards the youth group’s summer mission to 

Kentucky. 

 

EASTER EGG HUNT 

Don’t forget that there will be an Easter Egg Hunt 

following the worship service for the children in 

attendance.  Baskets (buckets) are provided, so all that is 

needed is a child willing to hunt for plastic eggs filled with 

goodies!  In the years past, it seems as though every 

child has a bucket full after the hunt.  

 

EASTER SUNDAY SERVICE 

Besides the wonderful meal and the fun hunt, the best 

thing about Easter is the worship service.  The 

celebration of Christ’s resurrection after his death on 

Good Friday lifts the spirit of man and brings joy to your 

soul.  So make it a point to be with us on this holiest of 

days and share with us your love of Christ. 

 

NEW ADDRESS 

Please make the following change in your church 

directory: 

          Dorothy Williams 

          6901 N. Galena Rd. 

          SP 302 

          Peoria, IL 61614 

          Cell Phone: 309-868-4261 

          Office Phone: 309-692-4600 



Dorothy now resides at the Lutheran Hillside Village in 

Peoria.  If mailing anything to her be sure to put the “SP” 

before her room number. (SP 302)  (The “SP” stands for 

Samaritan Place.)  The reason this is necessary is that 

there are several buildings in the Village, so there are 

quite a few room 302s. 

 

Even though Dorothy has moved from Morton, she would 

still enjoy seeing friends in her new home.  Pastor Penny 

has said that afternoons are a good time for her to have 

visitors.  

 

 

BARNSTORMING FOR BETTER LIVING 

(Monthly Community Dinners Beginning Thursday, 

April 9th) 

 

At our last Congregational Meeting our church family 

decided to reach out and serve the community through a 

yearlong series of monthly free community dinners.  At 

each dinner we will SHARE a meal, GROW and LEARN 

through interesting programs, and HEAR GOD’S 

WORDS around each program.  We want you to plan to 

attend the dinners, invite friends and neighbors, and 

provide some help in making the dinners a success.  We 

will have four “committees” that will be working on the 

dinners – (1) Programs – We have a tentative outline of a 

year’s worth of topics, so this committee will gather the 

speakers and take care of what they might need 

(projector, etc.) and finalize future programs.  (2) Publicity 

– This group will circulate flyers around town, get info on 

the Morton Post-It, write-ups for the local paper – 

whatever we can do to spread the work!  (3) Hospitality – 

These folks will make sure that any guests are welcomed 

and feel comfortable in our church home.  (4) Set 

Up/Clean Up – Set the tables, kitchen duty, etc.  You may 

wonder about the meal – that area is covered, so no 

committee is needed.  So you can see that this effort has 

opportunity for everyone to help, and we do need 

everyone’s help to make this a success!  The first 

program on April 9th will be done by our own Ada’s Acres 

leaders Lori and Mike J., who will show folks how to 

prepare their gardens for success.  We will go over plans 

and answer any questions at our potluck on Sunday, 

March 29th.  So mark your calendars for the second 

Thursday of the month – 5:30-7 for dinner.  See you 

there! 

HAPPY BIRTHDAY!!! 

April  2—Sue Troxell 

April  6—Jim Berry 

April19—Elaine Daniels 

April 20—Lois Mort 

April 23—Jamie Berry 

 

 

CHANGES ARE A HAPPENING! 

 

In case you haven’t been to church lately, you don’t know 

about what is happening upstairs in the barn!  Pews are 

coming out and soon (if not already) chairs are going in!  

So join us on Sundays to catch what’s-a-happenin’ in the 

barn!!  

 

KEEP THEM IN YOUR PRAYERS 

 

Linda Harbaugh—as she works to stay on the road to 

recovery. 

John Harbaugh—is doing well after a long surgery and 

now a shoulder surgery lies ahead for him. 

Dick Stribley—his health continues to change from one 

moment to the next.  Prayers for him and his family. 

Ruth Bassett**--as she deals with her health at Morton 

Terrace. 

Dorothy Williams**--her MS is taking more and more of 

her strength.  She now resides at Lutheran Hillside 

Village in Peoria. 

Gary & Lois Mort—for improved health for both of them. 

Dorothy & Pete Vallosio—for continued good health. 

Barb Necessary—for pain free health. 

Ann Evans—for continued healing and safe return from 

Arizona. 

 

**Our members in nursing homes and senior residences 

would enjoy a visit from you at they are no longer able to 

get to church on Sundays. 

 

Happy Easter 
 



Waiting for Spring 

 

When was the last time you wondered if spring would ever come? Not in the ironic sense 

- really wondered if winter might last forever, something like the 100 years of winter in Narnia. 

My guess is never. Most of America lives in the reality of four seasons, and expect the Earth to 

naturally cycle from winter to spring to summer to fall. We expect trees to unfurl new leaves 

this time of year because they're supposed to.  

But what if they didn't? What if the trees bloomed in winter when their new leaves would 

freeze, or what if their flowers matured into hornets' nests instead of apples? What if they didn't 

bloom at all? 

In his autobiographical work, Orthodoxy, G. K. Chesterton remembers his journey from 

agnosticism to faith including such nonsensical questions. Before he became the great 20
th
 

century apologist, he was a man confined to the world of determinism, where the natural world 

was governed by impersonal laws or nothing. But observing spring outside his window, he was 

struck by the wonderful fact that for some reason, trees do indeed bloom into fruit.  

"They [materialists/determinists] talked as if the fact that trees bear fruit were just as 

necessary as the fact that two and one trees make three. But it is not… You cannot imagine two 

and one not making three. But you can easily imagine trees not growing fruit…" 

"I had always vaguely felt facts to be miracles in the sense that they were wonderful: now 

I began to think them miracles in the stricter sense that they were willful. I mean that they were, 

or might be, repeated exercises of some will. In short, I had always believed that the world 

involved magic: now I thought that perhaps it involved a magician." (Orthodoxy) 

I owe Chesterton a great debt, because he taught me amazement at everyday grace. After 

all, how often do we marvel that the sky is blue (or grey) instead of orange or electric pink? Yet 

again, familiarity breeds contempt, and we forget what incredible world this "magician" made 

and keeps in order. Like children who see the same magic trick one too many times, we stop 

wondering "how did he do that?" and are bored until we see something new.  

I use the term "magician" loosely - Jesus didn't feed the 5,000 just to wow the crowd. But 

I wonder that we lose our wonder of this world, even in its fallen state. As Paul writes in 

Romans, the evidence of God's incredible, "eternal power" and transcendent, "divine nature" is 

right in front of our eyes. How do I forget a God so great that He makes trees bloom? 

As I wait for spring to return to Illinois, I can't help but look outside and be amazed. To 

paraphrase Chesterton, the fact that grass is really green - and so perfectly suited for picnics and 

Frisbee - truly is a miracle, a supernaturally guided fact. What an awesome God! 

 

Shalom,  

Pastor Penny  

 

http://www.crosswalk.com/faith/

